
Venice to Paris

LIONHEART
Exceptional. Cycling. Adventures.

Bike Odyssey

2499 km
1,553 mi

34,555 m
113,369 ft

30 Days 
29 Nights



THE WORLD’S BEST 
CYCLING EXPEDITIONS

Richard the Lionheart is remembered as 
an iconic hero of the English speaking 
world. It is little known, however, that 
he didn’t speak English, hated living in 
England and at one stage said “I would 
sell London if I could find a buyer!” Our 
Lionheart tour promises to provide us 
with some of the best riding and history 
yet, adventuring from Italy, into Austria, 
Germany and finally France.

It is in the stunning city of Venice 
where we start to to follow Lionheart’s 
footsteps. Heading north through 
spectacular Dolomites mountain range. 
We will ride some of the most famous 
passes in Europe, and on into Austria to 
Vienna, where Lionheart was captured 
Then along the  banks of the Danube 
River into Bavarian Germany past some 
of the best castles in Europe, on into 
France riding through the vineyard clad 
hills of the Alsace, Burgundy and follow 
Richard’s heart (literally - just his heart 
was found just north on the Seine!) to 
Paris. 

This tour undeniably encompasses some 
of the most beautiful riding routes, 
scrumptious food and wine regions, and 
spectacular castles of all Europe. 2
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We don’t run typical bike tours, we run 
epic cycling adventures. Our trips are 
always across continents and through 
multiple countries.  This challenge and  
the accomplishment which it brings is 
central to our tours. 

Our journeys are chosen by history. 
Whether this be riding in the footsteps
of a famous (or infamous) figure or 
tracing the history of a region or period, 
this context brings genuine atmosphere 
and purpose to our trips. 

As for the more ‘usual’ aspects of the trip. 
We always ride the road less traveled, 
the places we stay are unique and the 
food and drink we consume is chosen 
with care and enthusiasm to be local and 
exceptional. Along with this we provide 
a level of expertise, practicality and 
comfort that no other cycling company 
matches. From our specialist guides to 
our team soigneur, let us take you an 
exceptional journey you will never forget.

WHY  
BIKE ODYSSEY ?

Hannibal was first ridden by Bike 
Odyssey’s Sam Wood for the BBC 
documentary ‘On Hannibal’s Trail’ 
currently showing on National 
Geographic and Viasat worldwide. 3

EXCEPTIONAL. CYCLING. ADVENTURES.



STAGE 1 - VENICE TO SALZBURG
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>  Start in Venice, Europe’s most famous 
city of canals.

>  Skirt the Marmolada, the Dolomites 
highest peak, whilst crossing through 
some of its most spectacular passes.

>  Ride the lesser known but equally 
epic Austrian Alps including the 
Grossglockner, one of Europe’s best 
climbs! 

>  Take in a palace or cathedral on your 
rest day in the gorgeous city of Vienna.

>  Ride out of Vienna along the 
magnificent Danube River to the ruins of 
Durnstein Castle, where Lionheart was 
held prisoner.

>  Soak in the thermal springs of Bad 
Ischl (Baths) before taking on the big 
climb up to medieval Hohenwarfen 
castle.

>  Ride some of the best roads in Europe 
in the exceptionally scenic Tyrol Alps.

 1199 km 
745 miles

20899m 
68,566ft 

15 days 
14 nights



STAGE 2 - SALZBURG TO PARIS
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>  Explore Europe’s number 1 best castle 
- Neuschwanstein. 

>  Ride along stunning Lake Constance 
and through the Allgäu - amazing cycling 
landscapes.

>  Climb through Germany’s Black Forest, 
famous for its spas, cuckoo clocks and 
Grimm’s fairy tales!

>  Cross from beer to wine regions as we 
roll into France into the stunning vineyard 
clad hills of the Alsace, known for both!

>  Cruise through Burgundy along the 
Grands Crus Wine Route, one of France’s 
principal and best wine-producing areas. 

>  Coffee or Lunch in France’s officially 
listed ‘Most Beautiful Villages in 
France’ : Châteauneuf-en-Auxois, 
Vezelay, Eguisheim...

>  Finish your trail in Lionheart’s footsteps 
in Paris, a city he never took, but wished he 
did! His embalmed heart resides just north 
of the great city!

1306 km 
812 miles 

13,656 m 
44,803 ft

16 days 
15 nights



THE TEAM
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OUR GUIDES ARE EXPERTS 
IN THEIR FIELD AND 
WE PICK OUR TEAMS 
CAREFULLY SO WE HAVE 
EVERYTHING COVERED  
- LOCAL KNOWLEDGE, 
LINGUISTICS, BIKE 
MECHANICS, HISTORY AND 
CULTURE AND OF COURSE 
FOOD AND WINE. WE ALSO 
TRAVEL WITH A SOIGNEUR 
WHEN OUR GROUP IS OVER 
18 PEOPLE.  

Tour Leader Jonathan Hershberger

Jonathan has spent the last 20 years in 
the tourism industry. He loves cycling, 
connecting with others, and feels that 
there is no better way to explore the 
world then by bike, which makes him the 
perfect host for our trip.

Soigneur

There is nothing quite like riding a 
challenging day and arriving in a 
beautiful hotel knowing you have your 
own personal Soigneur waiting to 
massage your weary legs! We believe 
every cyclist should experience this care 
and once you do it will be hard to go 
without!

Tour Leader Sam Wood

Sam is one of the founders of Bike 
Odyssey. His original trade was as a 
Roman archaeologist for the British 
Musuem, London before cycling 
historical trails to create documentaries 
for the BBC. Sam has run historically 
based long distance bike tours for the 
last 6 years.



ACCOMMODATION
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 A tour  which gives us an excuse to stay 
in castles! This sounds perfect to us. As 
always, we have chosen places which 
are authentic and unique, an abundance 
of which are in the areas we cover on 
Lionheart. Here are a sample of the 
Castel, Schloss and Chateaux on offer.

A KEY ELEMENT IN ANY 
GREAT TRIP IS MEMORABLE, 
UNIQUE ACCOMMODATION.  
EVERY NIGHT WE STRIVE 
TO ENSURE THAT YOU 
DON’T FORGET (FOR GOOD 
REASONS!) YOUR NIGHT’S 
STAY.  OUR FAVORITE 
PLACES TO STAY ARE 
CASTLES, MONASTERIES, 
PARADORS AND COUNTRY 
LODGES AND WE AVOID 
CHAIN HOTELS.  

SCHLOSS PRIELAU, ZELL AM SEE, 
AUSTRIA

Schloss Prielau is located in idyllic 
grounds, just 200 metres from the north 
shore of Lake Zell. First constructed in 
the 15th century, since 1980, Schloss 
Prielau has been owned by the Porsche 
family!

SCHLOSS HOTEL WASSERBURG, 
BODENSEE, GERMANY

Another beautiful castle on a 
promontory on the Bodensee (Lake 
Constance). Founded in 784 the name 
literally means a castle in the water! 
Originally an island it was linked with a 
causeway to the mainland in 1720. 

CHÂTEAU DE VILLERSEXEL, 
BURGUNDY, FRANCE

The current Chateau was built in 1871 
but fortified structures were here for 
100s of years before this. The Château 
de Villersexel is owned and maintained 
by the Baron and Baroness Potet. Baron 
Potet can trace his family back to the 
time of Charlemagne in the 8th century!



FOOD AND WINE
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Lionheart’s route promises a heavenly 
tour of your tastebuds. Our first week 
takes us from the delectable seafood of 
Italy’s Veneto, to the hearty mountain 
food of Austria’s Tyrol (bacon and cheese 
dumplings - perfect cycling fuel!) We then 
head to the flatter lands of Germany where 
their world reknowned beer will sate your 
well deserved thirst! Rolling into France, 
you will explore the exsquisite food and 
wine these regions are famous for. The only 
dilemma you will face is whether you can 
try it all?!

GREAT FOOD AND WINE IS 
ESSENTIAL TO ANY SPECIAL  
TRAVELLING EXPERIENCE. 
SO EVERY MEAL ON TOUR 
IS CHOSEN CAREFULLY, 
WHETHER IT BE A 5 COURSE 
DEGUSTATION OR AT A 
LOCAL TRATTORIA. WE ALSO 
HAVE SOMMELIERS ON OUR 
GUIDE TEAM SO  AS YOU RIDE 
THROUGH THE VINEYARDS 
OR SIT DOWN FOR AN 
APERITIF YOU’LL HAVE THEIR 
EXPERTISE AT HAND.

TRATTORIA FAVORITA, VENICE LIDO, 
ITALY

A historic family trattoria which pays 
tribute to local cuisine, especially fish 
and seafood and makes a great first 
night on tour.

BAXBAUM RESTAURANT, VIENNA, 
AUSTRIA

Set in a 12th century vault and tucked 
away courtyard, the Baxbaum menu is 
framed as a journey through Austrian 
cuisine. A great experience!

ROUTE DES GRANDS CRUS, 
BURGUNDY, FRANCE.

On our day off in Dijon, Burgundy we 
offer a wine tasting afternoon along the 
Route des Grands Crus. A perfect hiatus 
before the last week on tour!



We run exceptional tours. However 
what we have learnt is that there are a 
plethora of companies across Europe 
who hire exceptional bikes. So we stick 
to our tour expertise and rather than own 
a tired fleet of bikes we engage with the 
best of these companies to provide you 
the best options possible and not just 
one choice. Therefore if you choose to 
hire a bike from us this ensures you have 
a choice of the latest models on of the 
best brands in the business.  

On our European tours we have chosen 
Bianchi. We made this decision as we 
have exclusive access to their latest 
models straight off the factory floor! 
So before each odyssey we drop into 
Trevaglio where these historic and 
beautiful machines are built and pick 
up our fleet! It is a perfect relationship 
which gives us access to the best and 
most modern bikes year in year out.

THE STEEDS

WE HAVE TAKEN A 
DIFFERENT TACK (AGAIN!)  
WITH OUR BIKES FROM 
MOST TOURING COMPANIES. 

10



HISTORY
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He was born on 8 September 1157 in 
Oxford, son of Henry II and Eleanor of 
Aquitaine. With his brothers and family he 
fought in the great rebellion against their 
father in 1173. In 1183 his brother Henry 
died, leaving Richard heir to the throne. 
Henry II wanted to give Aquitaine to his 
youngest son, John. Richard refused and, 
in 1189, joined forces with Philip II of France 
against his father, hounding him to a 
premature death in July 1189.

He possessed considerable political and 
military ability. However, as king, Richard’s 
chief ambition was to join the Third 
Crusade, prompted by Saladin’s capture 
of Jerusalem in 1187. To finance this, he 
sold sheriffdoms and other offices and 
in 1190 he departed for the Holy Land. In 
May, he reached Cyprus where he married 
Berengaria, daughter of the king of 
Navarre. Richard arrived in the Holy Land in 
June 1191 and Acre fell the following month. 
In September, his victory at Arsuf gave the

RICHARD,  KING OF ENGLAND 
1189 TO 1199, LATER KNOWN 
AS THE ‘LION HEART’ WAS A 
HERO TO HIS SUBJECTS AND 
REMAINS AN ICONIC FIGURE 
IN ENGLAND TODAY.

crusaders possession of Joppa. 
Although he came close, Jerusalem, the 
crusade’s main objective, eluded him. 
Moreover, fierce quarrels among the 
French, German and English contingents 
provided further troubles. After a year’s 
stalemate, Richard made a truce with 
Saladin and started his journey home.

Bad weather drove him ashore near 
Venice and he was imprisoned by Duke 
Leopold of Austria in Dürnstein castle in 
before being handed over to the German 
emperor Henry VI, who ransomed him 
for the huge sum of 150,000 marks. The 
raising of the ransom was a remarkable 
achievement. In February 1194, Richard 
was released. He returned at once to 
England and was crowned for a second 
time, fearing that the ransom payment 
had compromised his independence. 
Yet a month later he went to Normandy, 
never to return. His last five years were 
spent in intermittent warfare against 
Philip II. While besieging the castle of 
Châlus in central France he was fatally 
wounded and died on 6 April 1199. He 
was succeeded by his younger brother 
John, who had spent the years of 
Richard’s absence scheming against him.



Check out our website at: 
www.bikeodyssey.cc/tours/lionheart 
for more details on the tour. 

Alternatively, contact us anytime on : 
hello@bikeodyssey.cc or +61 (0)2 8007 3161.

WANT MORE INFORMATION? 

DATES AND PRICES

Please visit our website 
www.bikeodyssey.cc/tours/lionheart for all 
dates and prices.

Bike Odyssey




